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Science and Stewardship in the Antarctic
The implementation of the MMPA has direct parallels to the provisions of the Environmental Protocol, including overview by a scientific body, procedures for ensuring timely review and processing of permits, and a process for ensuring compliance with issued permits.
Other Models
Other areas of science provide models as well. The experience of the National Institutes of Health and the scientific community in establishing the Recombinant DNA Advisory Committee to oversee recombinant DNA research can inform the debate over the benefits of a transparent process and the importance of basing regulatory control of scientific activities on the best and most current scientific information about the risks of the regulated activities.
FIGURE 4.1 Remote field camp on ice stream, West Antarctica. (Courtesy of R. Bindschadler, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center).s to the day-to-day activities of the Commission and Scientific Committee and handles other functions, such as maintaining an extensive database on the status of various species within the ecosystem.
